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Clifford A. Lynch has been the Executive Director of the Coalition for Networked Information (CNI) since July 1997. Prior to CNI, he spent 18 years at the University of California Office of the President, the last 10 as Director of Library Automation.

At UC, Clifford managed the MELVYL information system, which as you know is the university online catalog, a myriad of abstracting and indexing databases, and full text and bitmapped primary content resources. He also ran the intercampus TCP/IP network. 

He led CNI's Z39.50 interoperability test program, which was central in moving Z39.50 from a standard to a real infrastructure component for networked information access.

Dr. Lynch holds a Bachelors of Arts in Mathematics and Computer Science from Columbia College, a Master of Sciences in Computer Science from the Columbia University School of Engineering, and a Ph.D. in Computer Science from the University of California at Berkeley.

He is a past president of the American Society for Information Science and a fellow of the American

Association for the Advancement of Science. Lynch currently serves on the Internet 2 Applications Council and the National Research Council Committee on Intellectual Property in the Emerging Information Infrastructure. 

~~~~`

Funding Versus Location

Lynch sees the contradiction between funding allocations and geographical regions of usage to be one of the unexpected outcomes of the Internet. As an example, Lynch pointed to the UC system's electronic library index. It is funded by the state of California and the UC system, but, because it is on the Internet, it is now used by people throughout the world. "This contradiction will be an ongoing consequence of the Internet," Lynch said. 

Another unexpected consequence Lynch noted is the notion that content can now be delivered through channels that the original author does not control. The ability to repackage content so easily will have ongoing consequences, according to Lynch. Additional ongoing consequences are expected to come from the integration of public information with private information as people weave facts derived from public and private databases with opinion and gossip. 

"It is very easy to underestimate unexpected consequences in major consumer areas such as health and finance," he said. 

Lynch also predicts that as time goes by, we will soon recognise the increased importance of digital archives and the technologies that allow them to survive. Unlike their printed counterparts, electronic books and records require active attention to survive. As a result, Lynch said, our digital heritage is slipping away.
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